AMERICA?

this disastrous skirmish. I trust the deputies will realise that
it is their duty at this crisis to stand by me, and to help me
to save France. Prepare them to give me worthy support.
Above all, steadfastness and courage!

[LECESTRE,ii, 1225. Written during the retreat, the day after Waterloo*
Napoleon reached Paris on the 21 St.]

291

THE NEXT PHASE?

TO  M.  BARBIER,  THE  EMPEROR*S  LIBRARIAN

PARIS., Jam 25, 1815.

THE Grand Marshal begs M. Barbier to be so good as to
bring to La Malmaison to-morrow:

(1)  The list of 10,000 books and engravings, such as those
of Denon's travels and the Egyptian Commission, of which
the Emperor had several thousand copies;

(2)  Some works on America;

(3)  A detailed bibliography of everything that has been
printed about the Emperor during his various campaigns.

The Emperor's travelling library must be brought up to
date. It ought to include the books carried on each campaign,
and to be supplemented by a number of works on the United
States.

The Grand Library must contain a complete set of the
Moniteur, the best encyclopaedia there is, and the best
dictionaries.

This library should be consigned to some American
house, which will forward it via Havre to America.

[CoRRESP., xxviii, 22064. Two fast frigates were at Rocheforr, ready
to take Napoleon to America. On the 2c>th he left Paris, and was at
Rochefort on July 3. But instead of accompanying Joseph, who
reached America, he waited till the i5th, and then rowed out to the
Betteropboti, and 'put himself under the protection of British law.']
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